Avalanche Awareness Worksheet


Name: ___________________________ Date: ________________Snow Depth HQ ____________________________

Test Preformed _____________________

Red Flags: 1. ________________________ 2.___________________________ 3. ______________________________

Location: _____________________   Elevation:_____________    Slope Aspect:___________ Slope Angle:__________
GPS _____________________________________ Wind______________________ Temp________________________
Depth Failure (1)  ________ Test Results: ___________ Shear Quality:________  Note: __________________________
Depth Failure (2)  ________ Test Results: ___________ Shear Quality:_________ Note: __________________________
Depth Failure (3) ________ Test Results: ____________ Shear Quality_________ Note: __________________________
Depth Failure (4)  ________  Test Results: ___________ Shear Quality:________  Note: __________________________
Depth Failure (5)  ________  Test Results: ___________ Shear Quality:________  Note: __________________________
Depth Failure (6)  ________  Test Results: ___________ Shear Quality:________  Note: __________________________
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CRITICAL DATA RATING
PARAMETERS - KEYINFORMATION G Y R

WEATHER: 1s the weather contributing to instability?

O Precipitation:

(Type, amount, intensity?
added weight?)
O Wind:

(Snow transport?
amount and rate of deposition?)

O Temperature:

(Storm trends? effects on snowpack?)

OVAL ALL WEATHER RATING

HUMAN: What are your alternatives and their possible
O Attitude:

consequenc

(Toward life? Risk? Goals?

Assumptions?)
O Technical Skill Level:

(Traveling? evaluating aval. hazard?)

O  Strength-Equipment:

(Strength, prepared for the worst)

OVAL ALL HUMAN RATING

DECISION — ACTION
OVERALL RATING (GO or NO-GO) Go

NO GO
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TERRAIN: Ts the terrain capable of producing an
avalanche?

QO Slope Angle:

(Steep enough to slide?)

O Slope Aspect: (Leeward,

Shadowed or extremely sunny?)

Q  Slope Configuration:

(Anchoring? shape?)

OVAL ALL TERRAIN RATING

SNOWPACK: Could the snow fail?

0O Slab Configuration: (slab

depth and distribution?)

O Bonding Ability:

(Weak layer(s)? tender spots?)

O Sensitivity:

(How much force to fail?
shear tests? clues?)

0O  Hasty Pit:
(Dig for clues?)

OVAL ALL SNOWPACK RATING
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Over All Avalanche Awareness Results for test Performed           (Green Light)      (Yellow Light)        (Red Light)   

                                                                         Please use inches as it relates to Depth. 


:
RED FLAGS   [image: image3.png]



1. Observing natural occurring avalanches      

2. Observing recent avalanches  

3. Hearing whoomphing noises  

4. Heavy dense snowfall or rain on top of new snow fall. 

5.  New snowfall greater than 12 inches, any density

6.  New snowfall rate greater than 1 inch per hour.     

7. Wind loading greater than 15 mph. 

8. Long/clear/cold spells followed by significant snowfall or wind loading.  
9. Storms that begin cold and end warm.       

10. Rapid temperature rising during the day.

11. Prolonged period of above-freezing temps.        

12. Intense sun especially near cliff bands.

 LOCATIONS:
1. NW facing slope near the Rave trail just below Garfield Trail. 

2. SW slope near the avalanche zone near Vida Ridge on the East Rim. .

3. Test site near the Watchman on the SW facing slope. 
4. SE slope on Ranger Hill. SW slope of Garfield, near Wildflowers upper ridge.
5. All slopes that patrollers cross or ski during their daily activities that have possible avalanche potential. 













